
 

   

Our Place in the Family 
ROMANS 12:3-8 
9/12/2021 

 

LEARN  
• Use your preferred Bible study method to read and explore Romans 12:3-8. It would also be 

beneficial for you to include verses 1-2 in your study. 

• Read through the Teaching Plan. Record your insights for personal reflection and application 

and use them to interact with your group during the discussions. Read the Commentary and 
use it when applicable.  

• Compare 1 Corinthians 12:8-10 and Romans 12:6-8. Which list was written first? What are 
the similarities? The differences? Were the differences related to the different audiences (the 

church at Rome verses Corinth)? How did this activity deepen your understanding about the 
purpose of spiritual gifts and the role they play in Christ’s family? 

LEAD 

• Plan how you will use the Introduction (if applicable) and the Discipleship Moments. Encourage 
your group to disciple each other as they share their insights. 

• Be prepared for questions about spiritual gifts, especially from newer believers. Use your 
study Bible and other biblically sound resources. The interpretation of the gift of prophecy in 
our text is the most controversial, so you might want to stick to the explanation Pastor Eric has 
in his sermon notes—"The picture of prophesying isn’t predicting the future but preaching in 

the church.”  

• Close with the Application. The points are good reminders for the end of the lesson. 

LOVE  
• Connect with any group members who had questions about spiritual gifts you did not have 

time to answer or discuss. 

• Ask God to help you be humble, generous, and faithful in the way you exercise your gifts.    

• Pray for your group to continue to make connections between Jesus’ command to love one 
another and their sacrificial use of their spiritual gifts to build up the Body. 
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Our Place in the Family 
ROMANS 12:3-8 
9/12/2021 
 

MAIN POINT 
We are family, and God has made each of us for a particular place in the family. 

OPEN 
• Prayer / Welcome / Announcements: firstnorfolk.org/thisweek 

• Ask the assistant group leader to mark attendance for your group and review the small group 

guidelines. 

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion. 

Have you ever felt out of place? Share the circumstances and emotions of the 
experience.  

As we go through life, we find ourselves attached to groups of people who are different from us. 
These differences can cause us to feel out of place at work, at school, in our family groups, in our 

social groups, and even in our church. They can also create a sense of isolation we often respond 
by disengaging and pursuing our own agenda. 

But this is not God’s design for the church. In God’s family the differences that can divide us are 
not stronger than what unites us—our faith in Jesus. In this week’s lesson we’ll learn about our 

relationship to one another, about the purpose of that relationship, and how we can find our 
place in God’s family and pursue His agenda.     

UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.  

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ROMANS 12:3 

• Read Romans 12:1-2. Reflect on the point of these verses, then read verse 3. How do verses 
1-2 prepare believers for verse 3?  

• What words or phrases in verse 3 clue you into the fact that Paul asserted his apostolic 
authority in this verse? Why was this necessary?      

 

 

 

 

Why is it important for you to have a spiritually realistic view of 
yourself? What can happen to you and your relationships with God, 
other believers, and unsaved people if you are arrogant? How open 
are you to having a group member give you a “spiritual reality 
check” when you speak or behave in a manner that is not fitting for 
a member of the Christ’s family?   

 
DISCIPLESHIP 

MOMENT 

https://www.firstnorfolk.org/thisweek
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/b9397dc8-e5f8-4c3d-a852-ae06f77c736e/SMALL%20GROUP%20GUIDELINES.pdf
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/b9397dc8-e5f8-4c3d-a852-ae06f77c736e/SMALL%20GROUP%20GUIDELINES.pdf
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HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ROMANS 12:4-5 

• Why is the body a fitting metaphor to explain the relationship believers have to one another 
and to Jesus?  

• How are biblical diversity and unity as explained in these verses different from how they are 
viewed in our society? Why is knowing the difference important?  

 

 

 

 

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ROMANS 12:6-8 

• What is a spiritual gift? 

• These verses are not an exhaustive list of spiritual gifts (see 1 Corinthians 12:8-10). So, was 

what was the objective of Paul’s instruction here? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APPLICATION 
Christ’s family is one body made up of individual members who work together to build each other 
up and make Jesus known in the world. Because we use our spiritual gifts to accomplish this, we 

should know our place in His family and help each other to: 

• Use our gifts with humility, always giving honor and glory to the Giver.  

• Use our gifts with generosity, always being aware of the damage satanic selfishness can do 

to our mission. 

• Use our gifts in faith, always trusting God to supply what we need to accomplish His 

purposes according to His will. 

PRAYER 

Read John 15:12 from last week’s lesson. Connect it to Romans 12:1-
5. Share your insights with the group.  

DISCIPLESHIP 
MOMENT 

Do you know your particular gift(s)?  

• If yes, how are you using it/them today? Do you think you 
are using it/them in a way that pleases God? If so, how? If 
not, why not? What needs to change? 

• If not, pray with your group. Ask God to show you your gift 
and give you guidance for how you should use it in a way that 
will bring Him the most glory. 

 
DISCIPLESHIP 

MOMENT 
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Ask God to increase our love for Him and for other members of Christ’s family. Ask Him to help us 
identify your gifts and use them in the way that gives Him the greatest glory. Ask Him to help us 

resist the temptation to be proud, stingy, or unfaithful in our service. 

COMMENTARY 
ROMANS 12:1-8 

12:1. Paul urged all believers to present themselves as a living sacrifice. Jesus had given Himself 
as the once-and-for-all Sacrifice for sin on the cross. Believers thus were to live in light of Jesus’ 
all-sufficient sacrifice, bringing glory to God. Paul further explained that living as a holy, 

pleasing sacrifice was a believer’s spiritual worship. Paul taught that in light of God’s gracious 
redemption (by the mercies of God), living as a sacrifice was the logical and pleasing way for 
Christians to serve God. 

12:2. As Christians, we’re also to please God with our minds. The temptation is to go along with 
the dominant attitudes of the age, to adopt the prevailing cultural worldview characterized by 
self-worship (sin). The apostle urged his readers to reject worldliness and to be transformed by 
the renewing of the mind. Transformation of our thinking and attitudes is an ongoing, lifelong 

endeavor. The result of having our minds renewed by the Spirit is to grow in our ability to discern 
what is the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God. The word translated discern literally means 
to prove by testing. God wants His people to know what pleases Him because by living according 
to His ways we will experience the most abundant life possible (see John 10:10). 

12:3-8. As part of a renewed mind, the Christian is to think wisely about himself and what his 
function is to be in the body of Christ (the church; see 1Co 12:12-28). Measure of faith may mean 
a person should measure himself by the gospel. Others see it as different apportionments of faith. 
Either way, Paul exhorts Christians to be humble and to use what God has given for the good of 

the body. Christians are given gifts to use for the good of others. 

The New Testament lists at least 17 kinds of gifts. Christians are defined not just by their personal 
faith but also by their inclusion in local faith fellowships that are expressions of the body of Christ 

(see 1Co 12:12-31). Only some of the gifts are explained in this present passage: 

Prophecy in the New Testament churches was direct revelation from God before the canon was 
completed. This gift was to be used and measured in concert with the objective body of Christian 
truths. 

Service (Gk diakonia) is the origin of the word “deacon.” A deacon here is not a member of a 
board of directors but a servant. It describes not a title or office but a gift of ministry. Pastors 
should have this gift. 

Teaching is an essential gift. Parents teach children, older believers teach younger believers, 

vocational pastor-teachers are the primary instructors in a church, and elders should be able to 
teach also. All believers can teach to some level, but those who have a special facility for 
teaching are responsible to develop and utilize it. 

Exhortation is the gift of motivating and encouraging. This gift is similar to the Holy Spirit’s 

function. 
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Giving is to be done with generosity. All can give, but capacities differ. Some delight to give out 
of very small means (Mk 12:41-44); others give a “reverse tithe”—they give 90 percent and live 

on 10 percent. 

Leading is a gift of vision and direction that is effective but should not be overbearing. 

Mercy is helping the sick, the poor, and the sorrowful. This gift is to be exercised with cheerfulness. 
Practical assistance to needy members was a main emphasis of the early churches. This same 

emphasis should characterize churches today. 


